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SUBJECT: DEATH OF CHU TEH 

SUMMARY: CHU TEH, WHO PASSED AWAY JULY 6, IS THE 
POURTH MEMBER OF THE POLITIBURO'S STANDING COMMITTEE TO DIE 
IN 15 MONTHS. HIS DEATH REDUCES MEMBERSHIP IN THE STANDING 
COMMITTEE TO LIVE, AND WILL INCREASE ON PEKING TO 
MAKE SOME ADJUSTMENTS IN ITS INCREASING WEAKENED LEADER- 
SHIP. POLITBURO MEMBER WU TEH IS LIKELY TO TAKE CHU TEH'S 
PLACE IN GREETING POREIGN GUESTS, A PUNCTION HE PERFORMED 
IN HIS CAPACITY AS CHAIRMAN OP THE NPC STANDING COMMITTEE. 

END SUMMARY 

1 . CHU TEH'S DEATH YESTERDAY AT THE AGE OP 90 WAS SUPRISINGLY 
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ONLY BECAUSE ALL EYES HAVE BEEN POCUSED ON THE STATE OP HEALTH 
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OF CHAIRMAN MAO. AS THE OLDEST MEMBER OF THE POLITBURO CHU 
HAS SUEFERED BOUTS OE ILLNESS ON SEVERAL PREVIOUS OCCASIONS, AL- 
THOUGH HE WAS APPARENTLY ROBUST ON HIS LAST PUBLIC APPEARANCE 
DURING AUSTRALIAN PRIME MINISTER FRASER'S VISIT LAST MONTH. 

2. CHU WHO COMMANDED THE MILITARY FORCES IN MAO'S REVOLUTIONAY 
BASE IN CHINGKANGSHAN, WENT ON TO BECOME THE COMMANDER OF THE 
ENTIRE COMMUNIST ARMY IN THE 1930'S AND 40'S. HE IS KNOWN TO 

HAVE OPPOSED MAO ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS, INCLUDING THE CULTURAL 
REVOLUTION, BUT ALWAYS REMAINED AMONG CHINA'S TOP LEADERSHIP. IN 
RECENT YEARS HE APPEARED TO HAVE WITHDRAWN TO A LARGELY CEREMONIAL 
ROLE BUT HIS PRESTIGE AMONG CHINSE REMAINED HIGH, PARTICULARLY 
IN PLA CIRCLES. 

3. CHU'S DEATH LEAVES TWOVACANCIES:THAT OF CHAIRMAN OF THE 
NPC STANDING COMMITTEE, AND HIS PARTY POSITION AS POLITBURO 
STANDING COMMITTEE MEMBER. THE NPC STANDING COMMITTEE JOB IS 
SIGNFICANT CHIEFLY IN ITS PROTOCOL FUNCTION AS THE PRC'S 
NEAREST EQUIVALENT TO A CHIEE OF STATE. PARTICULARLY IN RE- 
CENT WEEKS, CHU TEH HAS SUBSTUTED EOR CHAIRMAN MAO IN GREET- 
ING IMPORTANT FOREIGN LEADERS. WHILE CHU'S RANKING DEPUTY 

IS MME. SOONG CHING-LING, SUN- YAT-SEN'S WIDOW, HIS REPLACEMENT 
INPRACTICE IS LIKELY TO BE POLITBURO MEMBER WU TEH. WHO AS 
NPC STANDING COMMITTEE VICE CHRIAMAN SUBSTITUTED EOR CHU LAST 
WEEKEND IN RECEIVING THE GUINEAN AMBASSADOR'S CREDENTIALS. 

4. CHU'S VACANCY IN THE POLITBURO, FOLLOWING THE DEATHS 
OF TUNG PI-WU, KANG SHENG AND CHOU EN-LAI, LEAVES ONLY 

FIVE STANDING COMMITTEE MEMBERS: CHAIRMAN MAO, PREMIER HUA 
KUO-FENG, WANG HUNG- WEN, YEH CHIEN-YING, AND CHANG CHUN-CHIAO. 

OF THESE, ONLY YEH CHEIN-YING (OTHER THAN MAO HIMSELF) IS 
A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE PRE-CULTURAL REVOLUTION, OLD GUARD. 

BOTH YEH AND CHU WERE REPORTED TO HAVE DEEENDED TENG HSIAO- 
PING, AGAINST LEFTIST ATTACKS EARLIER THIS YEAR. THUS, WITH 
CHU GONE, THE BALANCEIN THE STANDING COMMITTEE APPEARS TO HAVE 
TITLEDAGAINST THE SUPPORTERS OF A CHOU-TENG LINE IN 
DOMESTIC POLICY. 

5. IN THE POLITBURO AS A WHOLE, HOWEVER, MODERATE STRENGTH 
APPEARS TO BE SUBSTANTALLY GREATER. THIS IMBALANCE BETWEEN 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 HONG K 07898 070429Z 

THE POLITBURO AND ITS STANDING COMMITTEE, AGGRAVATED BY THE 
NOW OBVIOUS NEED TO FILL VACANCIES IN THE LATTER, IS LIKELY 
TO EXACERBATE THE TENSIONS ALREADY EXISTING IN THE TOP LEADER- 
SHIP OP THE PRC. IN THIS RESPECT, THE ROLE OF THE PLA WILL BE 
IMPORTATNT. MILITARY COMMANDERS, HAVING LOST THIER TWO 
MOST PRESTIGIOUS LEADERS, CHOU EN-LAI AND CHU TEH, IN THE 
SPACE OF 7 MONTHS, WILL PRESUMBABLY BE ANXIOUS TO PREVENT THE 
EMERGENCY OF POLITBRUO DOMINATED BY CIVILIAN LEADERS WHO 
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HAVE RISEN TO POWER ONLY SINCE THE CULTURAL REVOLUTION. 

6. ANY SHIFT ENGENDERED BY CHU TEH'S DEATH WILL TAKE PLACE 
AGAINSTTHE BACKDROP OE MAO'S CONTINUED DECLINE. INDEED, THE 
LOSE OF SO MANY OLD COMRADES IN SUCH A SHORT TIME MAY BE A 
CONTRIBUTORY EACTOR TO MAO'S POOR STATE OE HEALTH. THE 
CHAIRMAN'S HEALTH HAS DECLINED VISIBLY SINCE CHOU EN-LAI'S 
DEATH IN JANUARY, AND THE LOSS OF HIS EARLIEST COMRADE-IN- 
ARMS MAY BE ONE MORE BLOW TO AN OLD MAN WHO IS INCREASINGLY 
UNABLE TO CONTROL THE COURSE OE EVENTS. 
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